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ANCIENT EGYPT

painted or incised inscriptions that include the
individual’s name. Although in earlier times a
range of materials was employed in their
manufacture (wood, stone, metal, etc.), by the
Third Intermediate Period (1070–712 B.C.E.)
they were made almost exclusively in either
clay or faience (glazed silicate). From this
period onward, it was common for a burial to
include 365 ushabtis, or one for each day of the
year. The requirement led to a decline in both
scale and quality; ushabtis became simple,
mold-formed figures often without inscriptions.
The multiple figures were commonly stored in
a shrine-shaped box, such as the replica seen in
the exhibition, and placed in the tomb. 

Amulets (small plaques or pendants) and
traditional jewelry forms were intended to
prevent the desecration of the body by
potential tomb robbers or to halt the ravages of
time. As the chief resting place of the ka, the
spirit of the deceased, the body was essential to
the survival of the individual in the afterlife. The
efficacy of these objects was ensured by the use
of specific materials and the choice of symbolic
imagery. These items were frequently placed on
Egyptian mummies or included within their
linen wrappings. The body of the pharaoh
Tutankhamun (c. 1333–1323 B.C.E.) was
decorated with 150 objects, though most
Egyptians could not afford such an extravagant
display. By the Ptolemaic period, amulets had
become less common; the Wooster mummy



PTOLEMAIC EGYPT

Egypt was ruled by indigenous pharaonic
dynasties for nearly 3,000 years prior to the
arrival of Alexander III of Macedonia (the
“Great”), though he was not the first foreigner to
conquer and rule Egypt. The preceding Late
Period (712–332 B.C.E.) saw a number of non-
Egyptian governments including two Persian
dynasties, the second of which Alexander
defeated in 332 B.C.E. After founding the
eponymous city of Alexandria and, legend has it,
receiving royal titles in the pharaonic tradition,
Alexander left Egypt to continue his conquests.
After his death in Babylon in 323 B.C.E.,
Alexander’s empire was divided amongst his military leaders—Egypt was given to the general
Ptolemy—who administered lands while the issue of Alexander’s successor was decided. A series
of wars were fought, and the outcome was the permanent division of Alexander’s vast empire into
separate kingdoms. The Ptolemaic kingdom of Egypt included its traditional ancient boundaries,
Cyrenaica (Libya), Cyprus, and Syria-Palestine; the latter was lost to the Seleucid Empire in
195 B.C.E. Egypt became a Roman province in 30 B.C. after the deaths of its last Ptolemaic rulers
Cleopatra VII and her son by Julius Caesar, Ptolemy XV Caesarion.

FROM AKHMIM TO WOOSTER

The city of Akhmim, Egyptian Khent-Min and Greek
Khemmis or Panopolis, rose to particular prominence
during the Late Period overshadowing other Upper
Egyptian cities—a status it held throughout the
Ptolemaic and Roman eras. Located on the east bank of
the Nile approximately 290 miles south of the modern
capital of Cairo, the city was sacred to Min, a fertility
god associated with the Eastern Desert. As a religious
center, it was home to important Egyptian families from
which came the priests and priestesses who staffed its
many temples. In life, the Wooster mummy may have
belonged to this social group.

The Akhmim necropolis was discovered in 1884 by
French archaeologist and later head of the Egyptian
Antiquities Service, Gaston Maspero (1846–1916). In
his personal correspondence, Maspero describes the
excavation of thousands of mummies and funerary


